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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A system, p rogram guide for on interactive 
informat i on distribution system having provider oquipmont and subscriber 
equipm e nt -comprising: 

a video layer of asaid program guide for an intera ctive information 
distribution system, said Interactive inform ation distribution system having 
provider equipment and subscriber equi pment, said video laver having at least 
one user selectable object associated with selectable video content sent from 
said provider equipment to said subscriber equipment, said video layer sent from 
said provider equipment to said subscriber equipment; and 

a graphics layer of said program guide, where sajdthe graphics layer 
selectively overlays and provides emphasis and de-emphasis of said at least one 
user-selectable object in saidt he video layer. 

2. (Currently amended) The svstem p rogram guide of claim 1 wherein said 
video layer contains a video region and a graphical region. 

3. (Currently amended) The svste mp rogram guido of claim 1 wherein said 
program guide is generated in a central location of said information distribution 
system. 

4. (Currently amended) The svstem p rogram guid e of claim 2 wherein sajdjhe 
video region contains a video barker having associated audio. 

5. (Currently amended) The svstem p rogram gu i de of claim 2 wherein said 
graphical region contains a list of program titles. 

6. (Currently amended) The system p roaram guide of claim 1 wherein said 
graphics laver provides e mphasis and de-emphasis io porform e d -by masking or 
revealing an nhjac t in the video layer . 
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7. (Currently amended) The svstemg f ogram guid e of claim 6 wherein, to 
perform said masking and revealing, saidthe graphics layer selectively changes 
an opacity of a region of saidthe graphics layer. 

8. (Currently amended) The s^tern program guide of claim 1 wherein saidthe 
video layer and graphics layer are contained in an applet. 

9. (Currently amended) The system p rogram guido of claim 1 wherein an 
identity of an emphasized object is controlled by a viewer. 

10. (Currently amended) The syste mp rogram guid e of claim 1 wherein saidthe 
emphasized object is user-a -selectable-ebjesi 

11. (Currently amended) The syste mprogram guide of claim 1 wherein saidthe 
emphasized object is highlighted. 

12. (Currently amended) The svstem o rogram gu i d e of claim 1 wherein said 
video layer contains a plurality of objects and said graphics layer emphasizes a 
select number of saidthe objects and de-emphasizes a remainder of saidobjects. 

1 3. (Currently amended) The sysjem program guido of claim 1 2 wherein said 
objects are a list of program titles. 

14. (Currently amended) The system p rogram guide of claim 1 wherein saidthe 
graphics layer is prestored in a user terminal. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The system p rogram guide of claim 1 wherein £gj£l.the 
graphics layer is transmitted to a user terminal. 
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1 6. (Currently amended) A method,, of interact i on for a program gui d e 
comprising : 

generating, within service provider equipment of an information distribution 
system, a bitstream representing aeatd program guide having a video layer and a 
graphics layer disposed over said video layer; 

communicating said bitstream to subscriber equipment; 

converting, within said subscriber equipment, said bitstream into a display 
of said program guide; and 

selectively providing at least one of emphasis and de-emphasis of at least 
one user-selectable object in said v ideo layer fljaljsdbjeeUssociated with 
selectable video content sent from said provider equipment using said graphics 
layer. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising th e stop 
ef-producing a mask/reveal overlay within said subscriber equipment. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 7 wherein saW-producing said 
mask/reveal overlay includes o top further - compr i ses extracting said-a mask/reveal 
overlay from said graphics layer in said bitstream. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 7 wherein said mask/reveal 
overlay is dynamically updated using information from said graphics layer that is 
extracted from saidt he bitstream. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising identifying 
objects in said the display through manipulation of a user input device. 

21 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 20 wherein ea4d-ldentifying step 
said objects includes f urther compriGOO tho otop of e mphasizing one of said_aft 
objects- w i th resp e ct to other objects . 
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22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 21 further comprising the^tep 
ef-selecting saidaft emphasized object to initiate a new context. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein said new context Is a preview 
video. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein said context is an 
advertisement video. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16 further comprising the-ste© 
ef-extractlng at least twoa different program guides from said bitstream. 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 25 wherein each oL§ajd_ 
djffeEnteak* program guide has audio that is common to a nother of said 
differento wttipte program guides. 

27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 204$ wherein identifYinp . 
objgctsj ao l l objoot i dentification functions preformed locally to sajdthe 
subscriber equipment. 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 16 further comprising Identifying 
an object and selecting sakfthe identified object to synchronously jump from 
broadcast mode to pointcast mode. 

29. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28 further comprising the st e p 
©^-returning to saidtte broadcast mode when a pointcast transmission ends. 
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30. (Currently amended) The method of claim 22& wherein selecting said 
Identified obiecti d ontjf i cation and ooloction of an object causes saidthe graphics 
layer to emphasize certain objects with respect to remaining objects. 

31 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising-the-steps 
eft 

selecting said user-selectable objec t when said user-selectable object 

isaft emphasize d - object in said program guido ; 

communicating the selection to sajdservice provider equipment; and 
sending, from said service provider equipment, a multi-media bitstream 

corresponding to said user-selectabl os olocted object: 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 31 wherein said multi-media 
bitstream is a video-on-demand movie. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of daim 1 6 further comprising tho ctops 

selecting said user-selectable object, when said user-selectable object is 
e rnphasized an omphasizod - objoct in said program gu i de ; 

causing an event in saidth© service provider equipment, where said event 
is one or more of tuning to an analog channel, tuning to a digital channel or 
launching a resident capability in saidthe service provider equipment. 
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